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Schedule 

Wednesday 8 June 2011 

8.30-9.00am Registration 
9.00-9.30am  Welcome and introduction 

9.30-10.30am 

Keynote lecture by Prof Cindi Katz 
Accumulation, Excess, and Childhood:  
Towards a countertopography of risk and 
waste 

10.30-11.00am Morning tea / coffee 

11.00 am-
1.00pm 

Panel 1 
Abandoned and Betrayed 
Chair and discussant: Kalpana Ram 

Allison Pugh  
To Raise the Flexible Child:  
Lessons of commitment and betrayal in postindustrial 
insecurity 
Leslie Wang  
In Whose Best Interest?: 
Transnational collaborations over the care of China’s 
institutionalized children 
Helen Berents  
We Have Lost So Much in this Barrio:  
Recognising the intersubjective nature of violence in Colombia 
through narratives of marginalised young people 
1.00-2.00pm Lunch 
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Wednesday 8 June 2011 

2.00pm- 3.30pm 
Panel 2 
Negated Identities 
Chair: Gaynor MacDonald 

Hae Seong Jang  
Social Identities of Indigenous People in Their Twenties in 
Contemporary Australian Society 
(based on the rural Indigenous community at Yarrabah in 
Queensland) 
Laura Moran  
Youth on the Move:  
Refugees building identities in multicultural Australia 
Rosemary Wiss  
Red Lights: 
Sex tourism and trafficking of youth in a Philippines community 

4.00-5.30pm 

Panel 3  
Emergent Identities in Multi-cultural 
Australia 
Chair: Linda Connor 

María Florencia Amigó 
Young lives in a foreign land:  
experiences and roles of migrant school children in Australia 
Kirk Zwangobani 
African Australian Youth and Dynamic Identity 
Yasmine Musharbash 
‘We Walk at Night’:  
On the Quest of Warlpiri Youth for Their Place in the 
WorldError! Bookmark not defined. 
7.00pm Symposium dinner @ Rowda Ya Habibi 

 

 

https://www.owa.usyd.edu.au/Exchange/kferro/Inbox/Symposium%202011/abstracts/final/Re:%20SYMPOSIUM%20-%20Young%20Lives,%20Changing%20Times.EML/?cmd=editrecipient&Index=-1�
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Thursday 9 June 2011 

8.30-9.00am Registration 

9.00-10.00am 

Keynote lecture by Ass Prof Gary Robinson 
The State, Cultural Competence and Child 
Development:  
Perspectives on intervention in the North of 
Australia 

10.00-
10.30am Morning tea / coffee 

10.30am-
12.30pm 

Panel 4 
Cultural Revivals 
Chair and Discussant: Terry Woronov 

Kathryn Robinson 
Embracing Cosmopolitan Identities-Changing Youth Culture in 
an Indonesian Mining Town 
Josie Douglas 
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and the Younger Generation 
in Central Australia 
Meng Li 
Cultural Anxiety and Yue Identity in post-1980s China 
12.30–1.30 Lunch 

1.30-2.30pm 
Panel 5 
Cultural Misfits in the Modern World? 
Chair: Ute Eickelkamp 

Thiago Oppermann 
Pipia Mangi:  
Young Halia men (Buka, PNG) between freedom and impotence 
Gillian Cowlishaw 
The Politics of Childhood 

3.00pm 
Forum finale 
Cindi Katz, Ute Eickelkamp, Gary Robinson, 
Gillian Cowlishaw 
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Keynote speakers 

Cindi Katz 

Wednesday 8 June 2011 
9.30-10.30am 

New Law Building Room 104 
 

Accumulation, Excess, and Childhood: 
Towards a countertopography of risk and waste 

 
Neoliberal capitalism is in the throes of crisis--crises 
actually--associated with over-accumulation and 
several decades of privatization, commodification, and 
financialization, each sieved through the other.  
 
These crises have profound consequences for the 
present and future that can be seen, among other 
places, in the shifting discourses and material social 
practices concerning children and childhood.  
 
This paper builds upon my ongoing project, ‘childhood 
as spectacle,’ to reframe David Harvey’s analysis of the 
accumulation crisis around questions of social 
reproduction, and look at its relationship to 
contemporary childhood and selected configurations 
of the child. I will pay particular attention to 
configurations of the child as waste, not only as the 
constitutive outside to those of the child as 
accumulation strategy, commodity, and ornament, but 
also as a means of managing the current political 
economic crisis discursively and materially.  
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I will point to some of the key strategies of ‘waste 
management,’ such as prisons and the juvenile justice 
system, the military, and panics around youth and 
childhood focused variously on education, drugs, sex, 
and violence, teasing out some of their sociospatial 
implications. With a focus on social reproduction 
connecting disparate historical geographies, my 
project traces a ‘countertopography’ of childhood risk 
and waste from which current crises of accumulation 
might be re-imagined and redressed. 
 
 
Biography 
Cindi Katz is Professor of Geography in Environmental 
Psychology and Women's Studies at the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York. Her work 
concerns social reproduction and the production of 
space, place and nature; children and the environment, 
and the consequences of global economic 
restructuring for everyday life. She has published 
widely on these themes as well as on social theory and 
the politics of knowledge in edited collections and in 
journals. She recently completed Growing up Global: 
Economic Restructuring and Children's Everyday Lives 
with University of Minnesota Press in 2004. Katz held 
a fellowship at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Study at Harvard University, and she continues to 
work on the project she began there.  
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Gary Robinson 

Thursday 9 June 2011 
9.00-10.00am 

New Law Building Room 104 
 

The State, Cultural Competence and Child Development: 
Perspectives on Intervention in the North of Australia 

 
Policies to ameliorate Aboriginal disadvantage 
increasingly focus on early childhood and show a 
growing readiness to apply internationally well known 
evidence-based interventions to Australian conditions 
for Aboriginal families, children and youth. This trend 
has some important implications.  
 
Firstly, capturing the place of young people in 
colonized societies is a difficult conceptual task that 
needs more than one disciplinary perspective. Socio-
demographic trends form a powerful influence 
underlying ethnographically observable patterns of 
relationship. In the NT, the ratio of young Aboriginal 
people to older people was at its highest late in the 
20th C, when there was a very large surplus of 
children with a much diminished cohort of people in 
their forties and older. Former hunter-gatherer 
societies are now ageing as cohorts of the period of 
very high fertility grow older. The competencies and 
vulnerabilities of today’s young parents and 
householders were acquired under conditions very 
different from those experienced by their parents and 
grandparents and are now being put to the test. 
Arguably a crucial challenge for anthropologically 
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informed practice is to see that intervention is able to 
support, rather than undermine or further confound 
the development of those competencies among the 
young. 
 
Secondly, the tendency to reduce complex issues of 
social change and development to single-focus 
interventions may be inherently problematic in 
communities where multiple stresses and pervasive 
social change overwhelm the effects of intervention on 
individuals. Against this, strategies aiming to build 
participation or control at the community level are 
unconvincing without culturally competent and 
professionally credible tools to help build needed 
competencies or address problems of risk and 
vulnerability in early childhood. If there is a case for 
increasing specificity of intervention anywhere, it may 
be here.  
 
Thirdly, there are gaps in policy concerning the 
rationale for adopting early childhood interventions: 
there is a lack of clarity about just what is worth doing 
and about what evidence should guide 
implementation. Here, policy ambivalence is 
exacerbated by deficiencies of the sciences of child 
development in respect of Aboriginal peoples. The 
implicit cultural logic of many interventions may 
simply not sit with the cultural logic of child 
development and parent-child relationships in some 
contexts. Interventions are likely to be ineffective and 
unsustainable unless they are supported by proven 
systems of practice and unless they are capable of 
tapping into normative expectations about child 
development in a given context, backed by knowledge 
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of different patterns of family functioning and, perhaps 
more importantly, a regard for the cultural life of 
families and their children. These principles can be 
illustrated with material from an early intervention 
program adapted for implementation in NT remote 
communities. 
 
 
Biography 
 
Dr Gary Robinson currently works in the School for 
Social and Policy Research (SSPR) in the role of 
Principal Research Fellow and leader of the research 
theme Childhood Intervention, Development and 
Wellbeing, responsible for the development of school-
based child and family intervention programs. 
Gary joined SSPR and the Institute of Advanced 
Studies (IAS) at Charles Darwin University in 2003, 
previously occupying a number of positions in 
Northern Territory University (NTU). 
With over fifteen years of Ethnographic research into 
household and family patterns among Indigenous 
people of North Australia, he became Project Leader 
and Chief Investigator of the Tiwi Coordinated Care 
Trial Local Evaluation in 1997, and went on to lead a 
follow-up study of renal treatment outcomes on the 
Tiwi Islands (with Professor Ross Bailie & Dr Zhiqiang 
Wang of the Menzies School of Health Research).  
Dr Robinson is a Fellow of the Australian 
Anthropological Society and a member of the 
American Anthropological Association and The 
Australian Sociological Association.  
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Abstracts 

María Florencia Amigó 

Institute of Early Childhood 
maria.amigo@mq.edu.au 

 
Young lives in a foreign land:  
experiences and roles of migrant school children in 
Australia 
 
In 2010 about 30% of all school enrolments in NSW 
public schools were of children of language 
background other than English. Despite the 
significance of this population, little is known about 
the processes in the lives of these young individuals as 
the school system standardises their daily practices 
and their families attempt to hold on to their ethnic 
backgrounds.  Schools are the settings where migrant 
children first come into systematic contact with the 
new culture, and for many of these children it is in 
schools that they first immerse themselves in a foreign 
language and in a different socialising system. The 
experiences and knowledge migrant children acquire 
through school often enable them to become cultural 
brokers between the new cultural world and their 
families. During this process migrant children often 
transit a liminal terrain where their roles and identity 
become at the same time diverse and ambivalent.  
How do migrant children –and their parents—
experience this abrupt and culturally different 
enculturation process they go through as children 
start school in a new country? And, what are the 
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outcomes and implications of this process for the 
children?  This paper will delve into the enculturation 
and acculturation processes that take place when 
newly-arrived migrant children start school in NSW. 
 
 

Helen Berents  

School of Political Science and International Studies 
University of Queensland 

h.berents@uq.edu.au 
 
“We have lost so much in this barrio”:  
Recognising the intersubjective nature of 
violence in Colombia through the narratives of 
marginalised young people 
 
Colombia has experienced conflict and violence 
throughout its history—but particularly in the past 40 
years—as armed groups clash with each other and the 
State. The outcome of this ongoing conflict has been 
the experience of multiple violences on marginalised 
communities. Young people in this discussion feature 
heavily, as approximately 30 per cent of the 
population is under 18. This is particularly the case 
when considering those living below the poverty line, 
or displaced as young people constitute above 50 
percent of the population (CODHES, 2010). Young 
people are disproportionately affected by poverty and 
lack of access to basic resources yet frequently are 
portrayed only through statistics or as passive victims 
of the violences which surround them.  
This paper seeks to complicate understandings of 
violence in the context of a community affected by the 
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conflict in Colombia. It first examines conceptions of 
violence, proposing a more complicated 
understanding of violence that moves away from a 
linear causality to an understanding of violences as 
interrelating clusters of experiences which inform 
each other. Committed to a feminist ethic of attention 
to the margins and a desire to surface voices which are 
often silenced, this paper engages with the narratives 
of young people living in los Altos de Cazucá, a poor, 
peri-urban barrio, or community, south of the capital 
Bogotá to argue that young people’s understanding of 
the violences that surround them are complicated and 
engaged. Violence affects the intersubjective 
negotiation of lived experience and shuts down 
potential for challenge and response. Surfacing 
narrative, and recognising the voices of young people 
as marginalised challenges the silencing consequences 
of violence and contributes both to rebuilding the 
webs of relationships that exist and to recognising 
young people’s contributions as definitively 
meaningful on their own terms.  
 
 

Gillian Cowlishaw 

Department of Anthropology 
The University of Sydney 

Gillian.Cowlishaw@sydney.edu.au 
 
The politics of childhood 
 
It appears that several respected Australian 
anthropologists have accepted Peter Sutton’s 
assertion that the way Aboriginal children are 
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socialised comprises a barrier to their life chances 
in the contemporary world. By examining the 
theoretical underpinnings, ethnographic evidence, 
and implicit politics of this populist assertion, I 
open up questions about Aboriginal childhoods in 
contemporary Australia. The puzzle of decreasing 
literacy among Aborigines in remote areas is 
raised as a matter of singular relevance. While the 
struggle for the control of indigenous childhood is 
a well-recognised element of colonial relations, it 
is being played out today in a context of a national 
anxiety, concern and portentous moralism. The 
inability of schools to educate Aboriginal children 
will be considered in terms of the historical, 
political and cultural specificities of the school as 
an institution. 
 
 

Josie Douglas 

CSIRO / Charles Darwin University 
Josie.Douglas@csiro.au 

 
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and the younger 
generation in Central Australia 
 
Throughout the twentieth century, Aboriginal people 
in Central Australia have experienced profound and 
rapid change. A consequence of such sweeping change 
is disruption to the social practices, social relations 
and cultural forms underpinning the acquisition and 
use of ecological knowledge by the younger 
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generation. This presents a complex situation for 
young adults who are tasked with carrying what is 
increasingly known as ‘Indigenous Ecological 
Knowledge’ forward for the benefit of future 
generations. While knowledge of plant, animal and 
natural resources continues to play an important role 
in older Aboriginal people’s lives in Central Australia, 
little is understood of the younger generation and 
their practices, motivations and attitudes in relation to 
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge. In this presentation, 
Josie Douglas who is at the beginning of her PhD will 
explore themes related to the acquisition and 
transmission of Indigenous Ecological Knowledge in 
contemporary contexts. She will draw on a 
sociocultural theory of learning to examine how young 
Aboriginal adults affirm, apply and extend Indigenous 
Ecological Knowledge in daily life.  
 
 

Hae Seong Jang 

The University of Sydney 
hjan2486@uni.sydney.edu.au 

 
Social Identity Within Life History:  
A portrait of young Indigenous people in Yarrabah, 
Queensland 
 
This paper is about social identities of young 
Indigenous people in the rural community of Yarrabah 
in Queensland, which was established by Missionary 
John Gribble in 1892. My case study of Yarrabah is 
based on ethnographic interviews with women and 
men in their twenties conducted during fieldwork. I 
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here analyse the life history of Maliana, a woman in 
her twenties, focusing on how diverse social 
discourses have influenced her social identity. The aim 
is to explore both the significance of institutions with 
which young people interact and of everyday life for 
the young Indigenous people of Yarrabah who are 
actors not only within the multi-cultural context of the 
local community but also in social institutions 
influenced by global factors. They are constantly 
aware of their own distinctiveness in both contexts. 
Maliana is shown to remain vulnerable to the often 
invisible and broadly manipulative racist discourses 
promulgated around her; vulnerable especially by her 
modes of internalising stereotypical images of 
Indigeneity in contemporary Australian society but 
always conscious of that influence on her self-
perception.  
 
 

Meng Li 

Department of Gender and Cultural Studies 
The University of Sydney 

meli3902@mail.usyd.edu.au 
 
Voicing Local Identity:  
Post-1980s youth in Guangzhou and their pro-Yue 
cultural campaigns 
 
Having witnessed China’s vicissitude of modernization 
and globalization throughout history, Guangzhou, the 
Southern metropolis is now experiencing what I would 
call retrospection of its local identity and orientation. 
The retrospection is manifested through series of pro-
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Yue (namely, Cantonese) cultural campaigns in which 
its post-1980s youth play significant role.  
 
In 2010, Guangzhou government official Ji Keguang’s 
advocated in popularizing Putonghua (the official 
language in China) for the need of internationalization 
and globalization. In Ji’s speech, Putonghua, instead of 
Cantonese should be given priority in propaganda and 
institution. Ji’s speech ignited scathing and swelling 
criticism and dissents from the local people, 
accompanied with various campaigns for the 
maintenance of Cantonese culture among the youth 
(most of whom are 1980s born). 
 
The paper studies documentaries, blogs and artistic 
representations on pro-Yue cultural campaigns 
around the year 2010, which has now become 
quintessential vehicle through which young people in 
Guangzhou manifest their agency. In this paper, I will 
firstly historicize the orientation of Guangzhou in 
China’s modernization and globalization,where as 
Cantonese culture, Yue wenhua as it is frequently 
coined and its interaction with the dominant culture 
from the Central Plain (Zhongyuan) The paper then 
examines how, in the words of Arjun Appadurai 
‘uncertainty’ and cultural anxiety of the local 
Cantonese people being represented in the flows of 
internationalization and globalization, with a focus on 
the tension between Yue Culture and Central-Plain 
Culture. Following is the analysis over what I called 
Yue identity and prestige and their representation in 
different artistic forms. The essay works out how 
Cantonese youth voice their concern over local 
identities and how they function as the main force in 
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maintaining local identities. This research over 
Cantonese youth and their efforts in maintaining local 
tradition and culture will provide a subverting image 
of the post-1980s Chinese youth who are constantly 
being gazed under not-so-sympathetic lens in popular 
context. 
Key words: Yue identity, Yue culture, Post-1980s 
Youth, maintenance, globalization, Tradition 
 
 

Laura Moran 

The University of Queensland 
lkmoran@gmail.com 

 
Youth on the move:  
Building Identities in Multicultural Australia 
 
The lives of young people from refugee 
backgrounds are surrounded by various binary 
discourses: as refugees they are perceived as 
survivors and as victims; as young people they are 
perceived as both vulnerable and in need of 
protection, and as dangerous, and in need of 
correction (Ngo 2010). Further to this, they have 
often lived at the borders of national identity for 
much of their lives. For these young people it is 
particularly evident that identity is a constant 
process. In Australia, one of the world’s most 
multicultural societies, issues surrounding race 
and racism have been controversial in its 
immigration history as well as in the context of 
the lives of people from, most recently, non-white, 
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immigrant backgrounds. For young people from 
refugee backgrounds, whose cultural identities 
are in constant flux, their engagement with race, 
culture and ethnicity speaks to these broader 
issues in Australia today. 
 
This paper explores the processes of identity 
making undertaken by young people from refugee 
backgrounds, predominantly Sudanese and Karen, 
living in Brisbane, Australia. Based on fieldwork 
carried out from 2009 to 2010, I explore the 
cultural and racial identity politics engaged by 
young people as they construct and perform 
identities based on hybridized and essentialized 
representations of self. In particular, I look at the 
ways young people in this social field chose 
friends and create spaces for interactions, and the 
ways which, in doing so, they construct and 
deconstruct categories of skin colour and 
creatively represent and engage experiences of 
racism. These processes of youth identity making 
are revealing, especially as they relate to 
globalization and social change, as young people 
in particular are “shaping and being shaped by all 
kinds of structure and meanings” (Wulff 1995: 
10). For young people from refugee backgrounds, 
who are simultaneously constructing local, 
national and diasporic identities in the context of 
having undergone forced migration, this is 
particularly evident. 
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Yasmin Musharbash 

Department of Anthropology  
The University of Sydney 

Yasmin.Musharbash@sydney.edu.au 
 
“We walk at night”:  
On the quest of Warlpiri youths for their place in the 
world 
 
In a 2007 project, 36 Warlpiri youths from the remote 
Aboriginal settlement of Yuendumu in central 
Australia documented ‘what is important to them’ by 
taking photographs with disposable cameras. Analysis 
of these photographs (and accompanying interviews) 
in terms of age and gender differences and similarities 
serves to explore forms of personhood experienced 
and developed by contemporary Warlpiri. Analysis of 
the spatial and temporal parameters of the 
photographs reveals a striking pattern of sociality, 
which is interpreted as a response to the particular 
juncture (being citizens of a first world nation state, 
living in fourth world conditions) that contemporary 
youths find themselves in. In the conclusion, I draw 
parallels from the Yuendumu data to the troubling and 
ever-increasing news reports of night-time violence in 
the streets of Alice Springs, the centre of central 
Australia. 
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Thiago Oppermann 

Department of Anthropology 
The University of Sydney 

Thiago.Oppermann@sydney.edu.au 
 
Pipia Mangi:  
Young Halia men between freedom and impotence.  
 
In the classic stereotype of social change in Melanesia, 
young men come to be dislocated from traditional 
systems of authority, attracted by the possibility of 
freedom and self-directed accumulation opened up by 
capitalism. They then become embroiled in 
generational conflict with older men, whose strategies 
for legitimation come to be ever more dependent on 
the assertion of traditional enfranchisement. At first 
glance, the situation of young Halia men in Buka, 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville, supports this 
basically Weberian view. However, a more careful 
examination of how young men organize politically – 
or rather, the fact they are strikingly unable to do so – 
suggests a rather different picture. The construction of 
youth as devoid of tradition – the critical means by 
which Halia gerontocracy spins its aura of legitimacy – 
appears to make of young men an acculturated 
element seduced by a toxic mix of alcohol, bad dance 
music and sex, against which the reassertion of kaltsa 
(culture) and elder’s authority must be deployed. 
Young men largely accept this view, and elaborate 
their own counter-critique of the Oold way’ of 
thinking. Yet, ironically and to the dissatisfaction of 
everyone involved, the structural position of young 
men as without culture reproduces critical aspects of 
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Halia political organization, and the very efforts of the 
young men to challenge the old order play into this 
reproduction more effectively than passivity in face of 
it. 
 
 

Allison J. Pugh 

University of Virginia 
and 

The United States Study Centre 
The University of Sydney 

apugh@virginia.edu 
 
To Raise the Flexible Child:  
Lessons of Commitment and Betrayal in 
Postindustrial Insecurity 
 
In postindustrial societies, the prevalence of both 
layoffs at work and divorce/breakups at home 
herald what we might consider a new “Age of 
Insecurity,” with ascendant values of flexibility, 
adaptability and resilience, all hinging on the 
questions of what is worth staying for, what we 
can expect from each other, and how we handle 
change. Based on in-depth interviews with 63 
mothers (and 17 fathers) of teenagers, I present 
data showing that parents varied in their own 
approach to commitment, with many undertaking 
a variety of strategies to curtail their own 
obligations, including discursive innovations, 
emotional labor, and the use of what I term 
“detachment brokers” to minimize what they owe 
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their children. Despite this variation, however, 
parents were nearly unanimous in one dimension: 
they were raising “flexible” children. Low-income 
and affluent parents encouraged children to move 
on from difficult friends, prioritized their 
development over their relationships with others, 
or warned them of the likelihood of betrayal in 
future relationships or jobs.  I consider the 
implications of these findings for the 
contemporary experience of childhood, for 
continued cultural space for dependency and care, 
and for policy. 
 
 

Kathryn Robinson 

Department of Anthropology 
College of Asia and the Pacific 

Australian National University 
Kathryn.Robinson@anu.edu.au 

 
Embracing cosmopolitan identities-changing youth 
culture in an Indonesian mining town 
 
After an inauspicious beginning, marked by the human 
rights abuses of the Suharto regime, the mining town 
of Sorowako is now a cosmoplitan urban enclave in 
the remote interior of Sulawesi (Indonesia). A 
compelling aspect of the modernity of this town is 
dramatic changes in intergenerational relations, and 
practices of youth culture amongst the indigenous 
people. Parents who had no or limited education have 
made great sacrifices to educate their children and this 
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involves out migration to towns in Sulawesi and Java. 
Many of these young people return to Sorowaka and 
seek employment. This paper explores the different 
ways in which they express their indigenous identity, 
compared to their parents, for who claims to 
indigineity was focused on gaining recognition of land 
rights. Armed with new forms of social and cultural 
capital, many of these young people are exploring local 
history and cultural practices; indeed many of them 
are involved in a cultural revival. However, the power 
relations engaged by their embrace of identity involve 
an embrace of a cosmopolitan modernity and is in 
great contrast to the ways in which their parents 
express their identities. 
 
 

Sonja van Wichelen 

Centre for Cultural Research 
University of Western Sydney 

s.vanwichelen@uws.edu.au 
 
Moral Economies of the Adoptee-Body in 
Globalization 
 
The transnational circulation of child bodies for the 
purpose of family-making increasingly occurs 
alongside consumerist principles and market logic of 
supply and demand. In the institutional practices 
regulating these forms of reproduction, justifications 
are met to circumvent the mixing of money with love. 
But what happens when a crisis of legitimation takes 
place? Which ethical principles are adhered to and 
how do they correspond to moral frameworks on the 
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ground? How does morality “work” or “translate” to 
assemblages of global practice that involve bodies and 
circuits of exchange? In my presentation I investigate 
such a crisis of legitimation by exploring moral 
responses within a Dutch adoption agency to an 
adoption scandal regarding stolen children in China.  
 
 

Rosemary Wiss 

Department of Anthropology 
The University of Sydney 

Rosemary.wiss@sydney.edu.au 
 
Red Lights:  
Sex tourism and trafficking discourse in a 
Philippines community 
 
This paper explores the possibilities and perils of 
writing about a volatile topic — youth working in an 
international sex tourism industry. In Puerto Galera, 
the Philippines, an intrinsic part of the commercial sex 
industry is the routine recruitment and marketing of 
teenage girls, indeed youth itself, to the desires of 
much older foreign men. In the Philippines the age of 
consent is 18. Commercial sex before this age is 
penalised as child sex tourism and trafficking in 
minors. However, marriage before this age is both 
legal and common. Sexual consent, then, is fused with 
specific social and moral categories. 
 
Amidst these understandings, national and 
international trafficking discourse and anti-trafficking 
interventions are occurring. In this region, all 
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commercial sex workers are recruited from outside 
the area, to ensure local kinship and honour is left 
untainted. 
 
In 2008 the 11th conviction for trafficking in the 
Philippines involved a local case of two recruits who 
were minors. Their intended movement to an area 
dominated by commercial sex work bolstered claims 
for a trafficking prosecution, and a female recruiter 
received the harshest penalty for trafficking to date, a 
life sentence. The sentence was an assurance to the 
international community that the Philippines 
government would not tolerate the trafficking of 
minors, especially into commercial sex.  
 
It was also intended as a warning to those running 
commercial sex industries. Trafficking laws reflect a 
shift in focus of the regulating authorities (national 
and international) from the purchase of, to the supply 
of, minors in the industry. In Puerto Galera, the local 
(lack of) response indicates that it failed, for reasons I 
want to identify. There was little local government 
attention to this trafficking case, and little talk in the 
bars about the risks of recruiting minors. Local 
responses to teenage bars girls are primarily based on 
moral disapproval in regards premarital sex rather 
than new trafficking discourses. Meanwhile these girls 
move with relative ease between commercial and non-
commercial sexual relations - one criminalised the 
other tolerated - aiming for the respectability of 
marriage. 
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Kirk Zwangobani 

Research School of Social Sciences 
Australian National University 

ndaba72@yahoo.com 
 
African Australian youth and dynamic identity 
 
In this paper I will draw on my sociological research 
into the formation of identity among a small group of 
young adult African Australians between the ages of 
18 and 25 living in Canberra. These participants come 
from a cross section of the community, encompassing 
different genders, ethnicities, class, cultures and 
migratory patterns (diplomatic, humanitarian entrant, 
etc). I will expound upon how the participants in my 
study perceive themselves and one another and 
whether they act together as a cohesive group across 
the ‘boundaries’ that may be created by critical points 
of difference. What interests me in particular among 
such critical points of difference is the role that 
‘belonging’ plays in determining the social 
cohesiveness among my participants. The purpose of 
this paper is to illustrate the complexities evident in 
black African Australian youths’ processes of 
identification and belonging and discuss three distinct 
frames or themes that occur in their identity 
construction: progressive individualisation, forced 
homogenization and transition to adulthood. I suggest 
that throughout these three frames a paradox has 
occurred in the identity formation, both individual and 
collective, of African Australian youth. It emerges 
when the ongoing ‘pull’ for an individual progressive 
identity encounters the ‘push’ of forced 
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homogenization and racism when these youth are 
subjected to the larger hegemonic discourses that 
position Africans in Australia into a ‘multicultural 
minority’. 
 
 
 
 

Dinner 
The dinner takes place at the Lebanese 
Restaurant Rowda Ya Habibi, Wednesday 8 June 
7.00pm. 
 
Address: 
101 King Street 
Newtown NSW 2042 
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Biographies 

María Florencia Amigó 
 
María Florencia Amigó is an anthropologist 
specialising in the anthropology of children and 
childhood. She completed her Ph.D. through the 
Department of Anthropology at Sydney University in 
2005. After completing her Ph.D. Dr. Amigó held casual 
teaching positions at the University of Sydney and was 
also a Research Associate at the University of 
Newcastle for a project investigating communities’ 
social response to environmental stress. Since 2008 
she has been a postdoctoral research fellow at 
Macquarie University, where she is conducting 
research on the cultural adjustments migrant children 
make as they enter primary school in Australia.  
 

Helen Berents 
 
Helen Berents is a third year PhD Candidate in the 
School of Political Science and International Studies at 
the University of Queensland. She graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) with majors in Peace and 
Conflict Studies and in Anthropology in 2008. Last 
year she lived in Bogota, Colombia for three months 
conducting fieldwork for my thesis. During this time 
she was also affiliated with the Universidad de los 
Andes in Bogota. Her interest in Latin America and the 
role young people play in society were prompted by 
living in Venezuela when she was a child. 
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Gillian Cowlishaw 
 
Gillian Cowlishaw is a Professor in Anthropology at 
the University of Sydney. Her first research in central 
Arnhem Land led to Rednecks, Eggheads and 
Blackfellas (1999), a historical ethnography of a 
remote community. Other works, Black White or 
Brindle (CUP 1988) and Blackfellas, Whitefellas and 
the Hidden Injuries of Race (Blackwell, 2004) explore 
existential questions arising from the racial binary in 
rural Australia. Now working in western Sydney, her 
latest book, The City’s Outback (UNSW Press, 2009), 
analyses ethnography itself as well as local Indigenous 
self-perceptions. Gillian’s work pursues theoretical 
and philosophical questions that emerge from 
ethnographic work on the racial frontier. 
 
 

Josie Douglas 
 
Josie Douglas is based at CSIRO in Alice Springs and is 
a PhD candidate at Charles Darwin University. She is of 
Wardaman descent from the south-west Katherine 
region and has lived in Alice Springs for many years. 
 
 

Ute Eickelkamp 
 
Ute Eickelkamp has been researching children’s lives, 
art and imagination in a Central Australian Aboriginal 
community since 1995. Her publications include the 
bilingual book Don’t Ask for Stories: The Women of 
Ernabella and Their Art (Aborginal Studies Press, 
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1999); the collection co-edited with Gary Robinson, 
Jacqueline Goodnow and Ilan Katz Contexts of Child 
Development: Culture, Policy and Intervention (CDU 
Press, 2008), and the collection Growing Up in Central 
Australia: New Anthropological Studies of Aboriginal 
Childhood and Adolescence, to be published by 
Berghahn in 2011. 
 
 

Hae Seong Jang 
 
Dr Hae Seong Jang had worked as a journalist, and 
NGO activist in South Korea before she started 
doctoral degree in the University of Sydney in 
Australia. In 2011, she completed her thesis: “social 
identities of Indigenous people in their twenties in 
contemporary Australian society, based on the rural 
Indigenous community at Yarrabah in Queensland”. 
Currently she is a lecturer in the Catholic University of 
Korea in South Korea; a researcher who is doing 
research about post-colonial identities of Korean and 
Taiwanese young people.   
 
 

Li Meng 
 
Li Meng is currently undertaking her PhD in Gender 
and Cultural Studies as well as Chinese Studies in 
University of Sydney. She received her M.A. in English 
Language and Literature in Sun Yat-sen University, 
China. Her doctorate research is about representations 
of intellectual women in 1980s Chinese female 
writings. Li’s academic interest includes Chinese 
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studies, history of women, literature and feminism. 
She is also enthusiastic about the identity of the 
Cantonese as well as Cantonese Culture. 
 
 

Laura Moran 
 
Laura Moran is a PhD candidate at The University of 
Queensland. Her research is on the collective identity 
process of young people from refugee backgrounds in 
Brisbane. Laura has volunteered extensively in the 
refugee community in Brisbane and has developed and 
coordinated an after-school program for young people 
from refugee backgrounds. Prior to this, Laura 
completed a Master's Degree in Anthropology at 
Oxford University (Pembroke College), where she 
wrote her thesis on the anthropology of childhood. She 
has a Bachelor of Arts (Anthropology, honours) from 
Ithaca College in the United States. 
 
 

Yasmine Musharbash 
 
Yasmine Musharbash (M.A. Freie Universität Berlin 
1997, PhD Australian National University 2003) is a 
lecturer in the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Sydney. She has been undertaking 
research with Warlpiri people since the mid-1990s, 
focussing on everyday life, social relations, and spatio-
temporal dimensions. She is the author of Yuendumu 
Everyday. Contemporary Life in Remote Aboriginal 
Australia (Aboriginal Studies Press, 2008) and co-
editor of Mortality, Mourning and Mortuary Practices in 
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Indigenous Australia (with K. Glaskin, V. Burbank and 
M Tonkinson, Ashgate, 2008), You’ve got to be joking! 
Anthropological Perspectives on Humours (with J. 
Carty, Anthropological Forum Special Issue, 2008), 
and Ethnography & the Production of Anthropological 
Knowledge (with M. Barber, ANU EPress, 2011). 
 
 

Thiago Oppermann 
 
Thiago was born 1975 in Porto Alegre Brazil; He has a 
BA from the ANU, Mphil from Sydney and just 
submitted his PhD at the Department of Anthropology 
at Sydney University. His main research interests are 
political and economic anthropology, especially land 
tenure; kinship; religious and political movements in 
Brazil and Melanesia.  
 
 

Allison Pugh 
 
Allison Pugh is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Virginia, and received her Ph.D. at the 
University of California, Berkeley. Her book Longing 
and Belonging:  Parents, Children, and Consumer 
Culture (University of California Press, 2009) won the 
2010 William J. Goode award for the best book in the 
Sociology of the Family as well as the Distinguished 
Contribution award from the ASA’s section on the 
Sociology of Children and Youth. Professor Pugh is 
spending the year in Sydney, Australia on a fellowship 
at the United States Study Centre. 
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Kathryn Robinson 
 
Kathryn Robinson is a Professor in the Department of 
Anthropology, College of Asia and the Pacific at the 
Australian National University. She has been 
researching in Indonesia since 1976 on mining and 
development, gender relations, migration Islam and 
internet-mediated sociality. Her major publications 
include Stepchildren of Progress: The Political Economy 
of Development in an Indonesian Mining Town (1986); 
Living Through Histories: Culture , History and Social 
Life in South Sulawesi (1998) (ed. with Mukhlis Paeni); 
Women in Indonesia: Gender Equity and Development 
(ed. with Sharon Besell); Asian and Pacific 
Cosmopolitans: Self and Subject in Motion (ed, 2007) 
Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (2009). 
Professor Robinson is a Fellow of the Academy of 
Social Sciences in Australia and the recipient of a 
citation for excellence in teaching from ALTC in 2008. 
 
 

Sonja van Wichelen 
 
Dr Sonja van Wichelen is a Research Fellow at the 
Centre for Cultural Research. She received her PhD in 
Social Sciences at the University of Amsterdam and 
held positions in the Center for Cultural Sociology at 
Yale University and in the Pembroke Center at Brown 
University. Her books include Religion, Gender and 
Politics in Indonesia: Disrupting the Muslim Body 
(Routledge, 2010) and Commitment and Complicity in 
Cultural Theory and Practice (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2009, co-edited with B. O. Firat and S. de Mul). Her 
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research and teaching interests are in science and 
technology studies, cultural economy and 
globalization, feminist and postcolonial theory, 
anthropology of law, religion and the body politic.  
 
 

Rosemary Wiss 
 
Rosemary Wiss is an honoury associate at the 
Department of Anthropology, Sydney University, 
teaching on gender and sexuality. After degrees in 
anthropology and development studies at ANU she 
undertook postgraduate studies in cultural studies at 
the History of Consciousness Program in the United 
States. At the Department of Anthropology, Macquarie 
University, Rosemary completed a PhD on sex tourism 
in the Philippines, based on extensive field research in 
a Philippines community. Rosemary was subsequently 
awarded a national award from the Australian 
Anthropology Association, a writing grant from 
CAPSTRANS, University of Wollongong and a 
postgraduate fellowship in Anthropology, Macquarie 
University. Rosemary is currently working a 
monograph on sex tourism as well as publishing on 
trafficking discourses in the Philippines. 
 
 

Kirk Zangobani 
 
He recently joined the Research School of Social 
Sciences at the ANU following three years working on 
his Doctorate of Philosophy (Education Sociology & 
Cultural Studies) at the University of Canberra. 
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Following initial degrees in commerce and education, 
he has made a transition into the sociological field 
with a particular focus on ethnicity, identity and 
belonging. In the second year of his doctorate research 
he presented papers at the African Studies Association 
of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP) conferences 
with one paper being published in the Australasian 
Review of African Studies (ARAS). This publication - 
From Diaspora to multiculture: in search of a youthful 
Pan-African identity, explored the fragmented or 
disparate sources from which the African youth in his 
study construct their identity. 
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